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Kannur: Kerala’s Kannur district
Congress committee president
Martin George on Monday alleged
that booth-level officer (BLO)
Aneesh George died by suicide on
Sunday due to threats by CPM 
netas, and not work pressure. 

During an interaction with re-
porters, Martin George released
an audio clip of  phone calls bet-
ween the deceased and a booth-lev-
el agent (BLA) of  Congress party,
hinting at political pressure faced
by him over the special intensive
revision (SIR) of  electoral rolls.

Martin alleged CPM threaten-
ed Aneesh to avoid UDF’s represen-
tatives while visiting houses as pa-
rt of  SIR. “CPM pressured Aneesh
to include CPM branch secretary
and DYFI functionaries for field
visit instead of  UDF’s representa-
tives,” said the DCC president.

According to him, all parties
had suggested their representa-
tives as BLAs to ensure transpar-
ency in SIR activities. “But,

Aneesh was forced to exclude UDF
BLAs during house visits. CPM’s
BLA Rafeeq had threatened
Aneesh demanding he exclude
Congress’s BLA Vysakh during
house visits. His suicide was not
due to workload. He ended his life
due to political pressure and
threats from CPM netas and work-
ers. A case should be registered
against Rafeeq,” Martin said.

Meanwhile, CPM denied the
charges, saying that the attempts
to divert the issue for political
gains should be realised. 

CPM Kannur district secretary
K K Ragesh alleged EC’s instruc-
tion to publish first phase of  draft
voters list on Dec 8, despite the bu-

sy work related to local body elec-
tions, had increased the workload
of  BLOs tenfold. The state govt will
approach Supreme Court against
this, he said. CPM will also legally
challenge these anti-people SIR ac-
tivities, he added. Ragesh also said
that Aneesh’s family had clarified
that he had no personal issues and
he ended life only due to the pres-
sure related to election work.

Body handed over to kin
The body of  Aneesh was handed
over tohis relatives after postmor-
tem Monday. Aneesh’s family reit-
erated he had been under severe
work pressure related to the SIR.
“He did not even get time to eat
and sleep properly. He was under
severe strain to complete the work
assigned to him as part,”
Aneesh’s brother-in-law Saiju
told reporters. Saiju added that
Aneesh was frequently contacted
by senior officers for updates. “See-
ing the severe workload, Aneesh’s
father told him not to worry even 
if  he loses his job,” he added.

BLO killed himself after threats by
CPM activists: Kerala Cong neta

Denying the charges,
CPM said the attempts
to divert the issue for
political gains should
be realised. It also said
it would move SC
against the SIR exercise

Sanjib Chakraborty TNN

Kolkata: Bengal’s special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls just produced
an act of  desperation with a
strangely redemptive ending.

Jagabandhu Mondal, mis-
sing for 28 years and long giv-
en up for dead by his family, re-
turned to his native Bagdah
village of  North 24 Parganas
Monday to reclaim his identi-
ty as a voter. His wife Supriya,
left to fend for herself  with two
toddlers, recognised her hus-
band’s “thickset face” the mo-
ment he landed at their door.
His father Bijoy confirmed it
was indeed his runaway son.

“The voice, too, was un-
mistakably his,” said Supri-
ya, caught in a whirlwind of
emotions surrounding the
man who vanished on a win-
ter morning in Feb1997.

After efforts to trace him
proved futile, the family had
consulted an astrologer, who
“confirmed” their worst fears.

Supriya even performed her
husband’s shraddha and
reconciled to life as a single
mother bringing up two kids.

Jagabandhu’s name was
apparently deleted from the
electoral rolls during one of
the subsequent revisions.
Now 55, after nearly three dec-
ades without any contact with
Bagdah, he wants in. “I decid-
ed to return after I lost my job
in Chhattisgarh. My name is

still on the voters’ list in Ban-
kura,” Jagabandhu said.

The Bankura connection
triggered suspicion that he re-
married. Next to his name on
that list is one “Sulekha Mon-
dal”. Her husband’s name? Ja-
gabandhu Mondal. The man
in the muddle denied marry-
ing a second time. “I travelled
to Gujarat and then Mumbai
before returning to Bankura
for a while. I finally settled in
Chhattisgarh,” he said.

Local booth committee
member Samir Guha said Jag-
abandhu was back in Bagdah
as he would need his original
voter ID and land documents
to remain on the voters’ list
during SIR. “His name is not
there on the post-SIR 2002
rolls, but his father's name is.”

The designated BLO, me-
anwhile, said, “With his name
deleted from the rolls and no
official proof  of  his where-
abouts for 28 years, verifying
his claims and restoring his
status may prove a challenge.” 

Spooked by SIR, man returns home
after 28 years to claim voter status

Jagabandhu Mondal has returned
to his village in Bengal for the SIR
exercise, but his name has been
apparently deleted from the rolls 

Bhopal/Jabalpur: A family court at Ja-
balpur has ruled that if  a woman earned
money at par with her husband, she was
not entitled to maintenance from him. 

First additional principal district
judge Sandeep Sharma dismissed an
application by a woman for a monthly
maintenance allowance, saying she ea-
rned as much as her former husband.

During arguments, the man said his
wife started working after their divorce,
but in the form presented in court, she
put ‘not applicable’ in the income colu-
mn. He said he earned Rs 7,000 a month
and bore all expenses of  their son who
lived with him. The woman admitted 
she took home a salary of  Rs 10,000. TNN

‘No maintenance for
woman if earning
equals husband’s’

Roshan Gupta TNN

Darjeeling: Bengal CM Mama-
ta Banerjee Monday wrote to
PM Narendra Modi “rejecting”
the Centre’s “shocking, unilater-
al, arbitrary and wholly uncon-
stitutional” decision to appoint
former deputy national security
adviser Pankaj Kumar Singh as
an interlocutor for Gorkha issues
in the Darjeeling Hills.

Banerjee said the deci-
sion was taken without
any consultation or con-
currence with the Bengal
govt. In her letter, Baner-
jee stated that on Oct 18,
she had urged the PM to “recon-
sider and revoke” the appoint-
ment. She noted that although
the PM’s Office acknowledged
her request and advised the
Union home minister to examine
the matter, the Centre operation-
alised the interlocutor’s office
through a memo on Nov 10.

Banerjee argued that the Dar-
jeeling region was an integral
part of  Bengal and governed by

the Gorkhaland Territorial Adm-
inistration Act, 2011, a law passed
by the assembly and given presi-
dential assent. Citing Section 2(h)
of  the Act, she said the term
“govt” unequivocally referred to
govt of  Bengal, leaving no juris-
diction for the Centre to appoint
an interlocutor for the region.

The CM contended the Cen-
tre’s order amounted to an “ultra

vires and mala fide exerc-
ise of  power” and violated
the constitutional balance
between the Union and
states. Matters relating to
state governance, she
pointed out, fell squarely

under List II of  the Seventh
Schedule of  the Constitution.

Accusing the Centre of  inter-
fering in the state’s internal
affairs, Banerjee warned that
such actions undermined coop-
erative federalism and eroded
the spirit of  unity and mutual
respect. She urged the PM to
intervene once again and revoke
what she termed was an “uncon-
stitutional and arbitrary order”.

Mamata rejects Centre’s
‘arbitrary’ appointment
of Gorkha interlocutor

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Commis-
sion on Monday ordered a ‘special
revision’ (SR) of  the electoral roll
in Assam, due for assembly polls
next year, with Jan 1, 2026, as the
qualifying date. The SR will in-
volve mandatory house-to-house
(H2H) verification but differs
from the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) in that it will not seek
documentation from any elector
to prove their eligibility to vote.

The state poll machinery
would ensure that every eligible
person who fulfils the criteria
under Article 326 of  the Consti-
tution — being a citizen of  India,
not less than 18 years, and an or-
dinary resident not disqualified
under any law or of  unsound
mind — is included in the roll.

As regards ‘doubtful’ voters,
or ‘D’ voters — suspected illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh,

classified as such by EC in 1997,
who remain on the rolls but are
not allowed to vote — EC said
their particulars will be carried
forward to the draft electoral roll
without any change. “Any modi-
fication, including removal or
deletion, shall be made only
upon receipt of  any order from
the competent foreigner tribu-
nal or an appropriate court of
law,” ordered the poll panel.

The pre-revision activities
for the SR exercise in Assam
shall begin on Tuesday, followed
by actual revision from Nov 22 to
Dec 20. An integrated draft elec-
toral roll will be published on Dec

27, followed by the filing of
claims and objections from Dec
27 to Jan 22, 2026. These will be
disposed of  by Feb 2, and the final
roll will be published on Feb 10.

Explaining the rationale be-
hind not ordering a SIR in Assam,
a senior EC functionary said the
legal criteria to determine citi-
zenship, including the cutoff
date, is different for Assam vis-a-
vis the rest of  the country. Also,
while a national register of  citi-
zens (NRC) was prepared for As-
sam in 2019, the final data is yet to
be published, and Supreme Court
is seized of  the matter. Conduct-
ing a SIR at this juncture would

have led to a conflict between SIR
and NRC data. In any case, over
10,000 citizenship challenges are
still pending before foreigners
tribunals, the functionary said.

On use of  the nomenclature
“special revision” and not the
usual “annual or special sum-
mary revision”, the EC officer
said that Section 21(3) of  the Rep-
resentation of  the People Act,
1950, terms any roll revision by
EC with a different procedure as
“special” revision. EC also
avoided the term “summary”
revision as it signifies a non-seri-
ous exercise not necessarily
covering H2H verification.
“This exercise will require the
mandatory three H2H visits by
BLOs to get the forms signed by
each elector,” said the officer.

During the field verifica-
tion, BLOs will be given a pre-fil-
led register listing the existing
electors. They will collect infor-
mation on voters who are dead,
registered at multiple places or
permanently shifted, as well as
roll corrections in Statement 1,
on unenrolled eligible citizens
in Statement 2, and on prospec-
tive electors in Statement 3.

No Documents
Needed; Final
Rollout Feb 10

NRC case pending, EC skips SIR in
Assam, orders ‘special revision’

The legal criteria to determine
citizenship, including cutoff date,
is different for Assam vis-a-vis the
rest of India, which is why the poll
body has not ordered an SIR in the
state, a senior EC functionary
explained. Also, the final NRC data
is yet to be published and holding
an SIR would have led to a conflict
between SIR and NRC data
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MARCHING IN SOLIDARITY

Kerala govt employees stage a protest outside the chief electoral officer’s office following the alleged stress-induced
suicide of a booth-level officer involved in the SIR of electoral rolls, in Thiruvananthapuram on Monday

PTI

Suparna.Roy1@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: A day after a 36-year-
old teacher and booth-level of-
ficer (BLO) in Jaipur alleged-
ly died by suicide, govt school
teachers across Rajasthan
protested on Monday against
overwhelming SIR duties,
which they said were detract-
ing them from their primary
teaching responsibilities.

The teacher, Mukesh Jan-
gid, allegedly took his life due
to the stress of  unrealistic tar-
gets and threats of  suspension
linked to special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of  electoral rolls.

Jangid’s family claimed
they found a suicide note in his
pocket, in which he cited gruel-
ling SIR workload and intense
pressure by senior officials, in-
cluding suspension threats, as
the reasons for ending his life.
His younger brother Gajanand
alleged that police prevented
family members from taking a
photograph of  the note.

In the SIR exercise under-
way in Rajasthan, teachers —
who account for 85% of  the
state’s 52,000 BLOs — have been
assigned the responsibility of
distributing, collecting and pr-
ocessing voter enumeration fo-
rms. Teachers say these duties
have left them unable to compl-
ete their syllabus ahead of  half-
yearly exams, scheduled to be-
gin on Nov 20, especially since
textbooks were distributed
three months after the start of
the academic session on July 1.

In a memorandum to the
chief  electoral officer, Rajasth-
an Shikshak Sangh Ekikrit, an
association of  teachers urged
officials to treat BLOs with res-
pect. “SIR work will be comple-
ted on time. But, please direct
district collectors and sub-divi-
sional magistrates to ensure
their staff  treat SIR personnel
with respect and are support-
ive. Stop their authoritarian
behaviour,” it said. Teachers al-
so highlighted “unrealistic tar-
gets” requiring BLOs to submit
100 completed forms daily. 

On Monday, All Rajasthan
State Employees Joint Federa-
tion (Unified) submitted a
memorandum to CM Bhajan
Lal Sharma demanding Jang-
id’s family be granted comp-
ensation of  Rs 50 lakh and his
next of  kin be given a govt job. 

BLO’s ‘suicide’
triggers SIR

protest by Raj
govt teachers New Delhi: The overall unemployment rate for those in

the 15 years and above age group held steady at 5.2% in Oct,
but urban joblessness rate climbed to a three-month high
of  7% during the month, the monthly periodic labour force
survey (PLFS) showed on Monday. The survey also showed
that there was a marginal decline in the rural unemploy-
ment rate from 4.6% in Sept to 4.4% in Oct.

The joblessness rate among females in the 15 years and
above age group dipped marginally to 5.4% in Oct from 5.5%
in Sept. The drop in unemployment rate among rural
females, from 4.3% in Sept to 4% in Oct, led to the dip
in female unemployment rate. Male joblessness has
remained stable at 5.1% in Oct compared to the previ-
ous month. A marginal dip in the rural unemploy-
ment rate among males, from 4.7% in Sept to 4.6% in
Oct, was offset by a slight rise in urban male unem-
ployment from 6% to 6.1% during the same period.

The data showed the overall Labour Force Par-
ticipation Rate (LFPR) reached a 6-month high of
55.4% in Oct. The LFPR has risen for four months in
a row to 55.4% in Oct from 54.2% in June. The LFPR
in rural areas has also increased from 56.1% in June
to 57.8% in Oct, the monthly data showed.

LFPR among females aged 15 years and above
reached 34.2% in Oct marking the highest since
May, led by an increase in LFPR among females in
rural areas, according to the data. The data showed
female worker growth drove the increase in overall
workforce.The overall worker population ratio
(WPR) in Oct was 52.5%, and has been on a rising
trend since June. The rise in the female workforce
in rural areas led to the increase. TNN

Urban unemployment
rate in Oct at 3-month

high of 7%, shows PLFS

Manja slits man’s throat: A
Maharashtra man got 13 stitch-
es as a kite string cut his throat.


